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Denny REthI‘g Appropriations Committee

State of Montana Lahor, Health and Human
Services, and Education

Chairman

Congress of the Anited States e
PHouse of Representatives

July 6, 2011

The Honorable Lisa P. Jackson
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator Jackson:

I’m writing in regards to the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) untimely and downright
negligent response to contaminated wood chips that are presently scattered throughout the town of
Libby, Montana. The chips, which are contaminated with unknown levels of asbestos, have been
used for landscaping in the Libby area and were transported to unknown locations across the
United States.

The contaminated chips came from Libby’s now defunct mill, and piles remain at the mill site
today. It has been reported that EPA discovered asbestos fibers in samples taken from the wood
piles at the mill. The tests were conducted in 2007, but the EPA has failed to conduct secondary
testing, as promised, to determine the full extent of the contamination and its associated health
risks. The agency not only knew about the contaminated wood, but recently, it admitted to
witnessing truckloads of contaminated chips being transported out of Libby—and still made no
attempt to remedy the problem.

It’s my understanding that EPA recently pledged to conduct further tests at the mill site to
determine the exact amount of asbestos concealed within the piles. This commitment was made
to the vendor of the chips more than three months ago, but answers from your agency have not
been forthcoming.

I’ve also heard from constituents who are concerned not only about the chips alone, but about
their origins in the surrounding forests. EPA has prohibited timber harvests within an eight-mile

radius of Libby, yet contaminated wood still managed to be harvested and processed at the mill
before it closed its doors.

In order to set the record straight, and to further encourage your agency’s prompt remedy of the
problem, please provide answers to the following questions no later than July 25, 2011.

e On which date(s) in 2007 were the initial tests at the mill site conducted?

e When did EPA become aware of the contaminated wood piles at the mill?
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e The agency promised secondary tests at the mill site to determine the exact health risks.
While these levels were recently measured at the mine site, they have not been measured
at the mill. How much asbestos is contained in the wood piles at the mill site, and what
threat does this pose to the health of Libby’s residents?

e EPA has prohibited timber harvests within an eight-mile radius of the mine site. Why,
then, was contaminated wood processed at the mill? Is it possible that the wood
originated within the aforementioned radius?

e If not, will your agency take steps to better map the surrounding forestland to determine
asbestos levels outside of the eight-mile radius?

I respectfully request that you release all EPA correspondence, electronic and otherwise,
pertaining to this topic. Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to reading
your answers. If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact my office at
(202) 225-3211.

Sincerely,

Denny Rehberg S S

Member of Congress






